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Ex Parte Presentation
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company ("PLDT")

Dear Mr. Abelson:

We hereby submit for the record of this proceeding a letter dated March 4,2003,
sent to PLDT by AT&T in response to PLDT's suggestion that the companies enter into
negotiations to reach an interim agreement. In response, AT&T states categorically that it
has not and will not consider agreeing to an increase in PLDT's termination rates above 8
cents per minute, since it is "pointless to agree to 'consider' an increase when AT&T has
no intention to actually agree to such an increase."

PLDT started negotiating in good faith with AT&T in May 2002. Unfortunately,
the AT&T letter confirms that this has been a waste of time and that all AT&T has been
doing is attempting to set up PLDT for a "whipsawing" complaint to the FCC.

While AT&T says that its refusal to negotiate is consistent with the FCC's
"overarching" policy and objectiyes on international rates, in fact the FCC's policy is
intended to create the conditions for good faith, commercial negotiations in competitive
markets. This letter demonstrates, by AT&T's own words, that it has not and will not
engage in any true commercial negotiation with PLDT, but merely seeks to use the
authority of the FCC to bludgeon PLDT into accepting AT&T's unreasonable terms.



Donald Abelson
March 6, 2003

Of counsel:

Henry Goldberg
Jonathan Wiener
Joseph Godles

Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
1229 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 429-4900

Respectfully submitted,

PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE
TELEPHONE COMPANY

By:2j~
Thomas R. Leuba

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
1701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 956-7500
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Donald Abelson
March 6, 2003

cc: James Ball
Lisa Choi
Patricia Cooper
Anita Dey
Samuel Feder
Claudia Fox
Jennifer Manner
Paul Margie
Kathy O'Brien
Barry Ohlson
Jackie Ruff
Bryan Tramont
(Federal Communications Commission)

James J. R. Talbott
(AT&T Corp.)

Scott Shefferman
(WorldCom, Inc.)

Patricia J. Paoletta
(Wiley Rein & Fielding)
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